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Notes from the Pastor…  
In the Gospel for the Fourth Sunday of 
Easter, in John 16, Jesus told his 
disciples, “A little while, and you will 
see me no longer; and again a little 
while, and you will see me.” They 
didn’t understand, so he explained, 
“you have sorrow now, but I will see you again and your hearts 
will rejoice, and no one will take your joy from you.” With the 
extension of Governor Walz’ “Stay at Home” order, open services 
at Mount Olive will be a couple more weeks in coming. However, 
I want to let you know some of the things we have planned, even 
sooner than Ascension Day, May 21, which is currently the first 
scheduled open service at Mount Olive. 

First, we are trying out a short-range FM transmitter. 
As of now it seems to be working. The plan is that you 
will be able to sit in your cars in the parking lot and 
listen to the services live and as they are being 
recorded. We plan to have an Easter hymn sing with prepared 
hymns and also requests on Wednesday evening, May 6, at 7:00 
p.m. Bring a hymnal for your car, and if you don’t have one, we 
can bring you out one to borrow for a while. Put your car radio at 
99.9 FM. Text requests to my cell, 218-391-9984. Matins will be 
recorded on Friday mornings at 9:00, and Sunday morning Divine 
Service at 9:30. If you come in your car, you will be able to get a 
bulletin to follow along, and when there Is communion, I will 
bring it to you in your car if you want, and you can give your 
offering as well. This will also be the case, even when we start 
opening services up, if you want to be here (on the church 
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property and participating) but don’t feel like you should come in. 
Please let us know if you are here and want something brought to 
you. 

I already mentioned in last month’s newsletter some planned 
changes that we will be following at Mount Olive once we open 
services during the next weeks or months. I have been reading 
about suggested guidelines for reopening churches, culled from 
the White House and CDC plans for reopening our country, and 
also participating in several online meetings, one with our District 
President, about these things. Many of our own already planned 
practices were included, and we will be tweaking them as best we 
can for the safety of everyone. 

Those suggestions include reminding people who are sick to stay 
home, and even encouraging people with underlying health 
conditions (who have been more susceptible to the virus) to stay 
at home for a while longer. Washing hands often is also 
important. 

When services open up again, we will be practicing what is now 
commonly called “social distancing,” holding two services (9:00 
and 10:30) to reduce numbers in the sanctuary. We will be 
applying hand sanitizer at the entrance to the chancel, perhaps by 
the greeters. We will be printing out the entire service in the 
bulletin to avoid reusing hymnals. Cloth masks will hopefully be 
available for those who want them as we are able to provide them 
(check out our chairman Ed Martinson’s letter, and if you can 
make some and bring some to church for distribution, that would 
be great too). We will not be passing the offering plates during the 
service. We will be taping off every other pew to maintain at least 
a 6-foot distance. We will be reducing the communion table size 
significantly, and only offering individual cups. We will not be 
offering Bible study classes or coffee hours for some time.  

These are among the obvious and early practices that will only be 
relaxed as conditions call for them to be changed. 

Two other items. First, for now, and even at least 
for a while once services begin, we have been 
posting recordings of our services in a timely 
manner on our YouTube channel. I am not sure 
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how long this practice will continue, but while members desire it, 
we will do what we can to make these available. The current 
location of the camera will be a little distracting for attendees, 
which makes me a little hesitant to continue to have it there long 
term, but even when services begin, please forgive the continued 
presence of that camera in that location, and perhaps picture in 
your minds an elderly or sick member who desires to be at Mount 
Olive in person but cannot. 

Second, a big thank you to members who have contributed 
offerings by mail during the past month. I’m not sure if we will 
have a financial reporting that includes the month of April in this 
newsletter, but I do know that donations, while generous, have 
not been nearly what normally would be received at our usual 
service. If you are so inclined, please remember us in that way, 
along with your prayers. 

I think that is all. God’s grace and peace to you, in the name of 
Jesus our Good Shepherd, 

 

Pastor Rob Franck 
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Notes from the Executive Director… 

Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 

Despite the stay-at-home orders Mt. Olive has 

continued to perform the essential services for our 

members despite the inability to have worship 

services.  We are extremely thankful and grateful 

to all of you who have continued to support Mt. 

Olive with your offerings during this difficult time.  Thanks to the efforts 

(and quick action) of Pastor Franck and Kaye Tanttari Mt Olive 

applied for and was one of the applications who received funds from the 

small business loan program.  Due to their efforts Mt. Olive received a 

loan for slightly over $25,000 but with following of the parameters of the 

program after 2 years we would only have to repay a total of 

approximately $2500 and the loan is a Blessing for Mt Olive in 

relationship to finances during this time.  Pastor Franck is working every 

day making ongoing preparations for the eventual resumption of services 

at Mt. Olive within what we are anticipating will be the potential 

restrictions to allow for the safe resumption of services.  It is anticipated 

that face masks will be a "way of life" potentially for the next year 

including with the resumption of services and activities.  In anticipation 

of this requirement I would request that any member of Mt Olive who is 

willing and able to assist begin making face masks that can be distributed 

to and reused by other members of Mt Olive when we resume worship 

services.  To at least initially provide face masks for our members we 

would likely need approximately 60-80 face masks and hopefully more 

in the future.  The only restriction is that absolutely no Green Bay 

Packer face masks will be allowed at a worship service, but all other 

face masks would be greatly appreciated. If you are able to assist with 

the project if you would notify Julie including the number of masks you 

would potentially be able to make this would allow us to coordinate the 

project so we would be ready for the resumption of worship services. 

Thank you in advance for your time and assistance with this project. 

On Saint Patrick Day the week the COVID virus pandemic "exploded" in 

the U.S. Jayne and I were watching the evening news and the anchor 

opened the broadcast with the statement "We are living in truly 

remarkable times".  I do not think that any of us in our wildest dreams 

could have imagined a scenario like the pandemic and the impact it has 

had upon the world and all of us living in it. Except for me going to work 

and rare trips to the store for Jayne and I have followed the stay at home 

guidelines.  Under these circumstances I am sorry to say Jayne and I 
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have spent a lot of time watching television during the pandemic.  Given 

the fact that these are truly historic times we have been watching the 

news on a regular basis (in addition to becoming addicted to the show 

Bar Rescue since there are no sports on).  We saw a news segment where 

the reporter made the point that prior to this pandemic people have been 

"social distancing" themselves from others for quite some time utilizing 

their cell phones, devices, etc.  This segment closed with the thought that 

now in a time where "social distancing" is being required people are now 

craving physical contact since they are unable to have it.  I have 

developed the philosophy that all of the blessings and trials the Lord has 

given me in life have ultimately resulted in and served a useful purpose 

and I believe the same will occur with the pandemic.  Although we hear 

reports each day of how dangerous the COVID virus is that although we 

need to be cautious regarding the virus, I believe we should not be scared 

in that Jesus Christ is our Lord and Savior who gloriously rose on Easter 

morning overcoming death and the grave for all believers.  Although I 

Thank the Lord for the Blessings he has graciously given me, the 

pandemic has made me appreciate these Blessing even more and has 

made me realize that to some extent I had taken these blessings for 

granted including the opportunity to worship with my Brothers and 

Sisters in Christ at Mt Olive each Sunday.   I have been blessed to be 

able to share this time with Jayne and we talk all the time about how 

much we miss our family and friends at Mt Olive.  Although it is 

uncertain when we will be able to resume our worship services and 

activities at Mt. Olive and while there will be significant changes in how 

these services and activities will be performed, the Lord has always 

helped Mt. Olive and its members through difficult times and I am 

certain that this pandemic will be no different.  As Brothers and Sisters in 

Christ at Mt. Olive we have always come together to help each other 

celebrate and give Thanks for our Blessings and also to provide support 

and comfort in the difficult times such as these. Until the Lord allows to 

be together again, I would request that we continue to pray for each other 

and that in these difficult times 

remember that we are alone - but 

together.  Stay safe and God Bless. 

 

Yours in Christ,  

 

Ed Martinson 
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News from the Office… 

Happy May everyone!  Thank the Good Lord for all 

the blessings bestowed upon us this month.  The 

overall health of Mt. Olive is good; members are 

healthy, and the church building is healthy as well; 

the bathroom remodel is finished and looks 

wonderful.   I am counting my blessings this month! 

I want to Thank all the Volunteers and Helpers this Lent season.  It 

was cut short because of COVID 19; but our Lord and Savior has 

indeed Risen and we are Glad of it!!   

A special Thank you to everyone involved with the Annual 

Fundraising Dinner preparation and delivery.  The meal was handled 

with all the special guidelines in force due to the COVID 19 and was 

given out curb side.   It was above and beyond expectations and 

delicious as well!  Thank you to Tim and Marianne Jezierski, Ernie 

Schoenfeld, John Bonlender, Paul Ryan, Pastor and Jacob Franck.   

This month is another month of special events: Mothers’ Day, 

Ascension Day (May 21st), Armed Forces Day and Memorial Day.  

We are also combining June/July newsletters, so the deadline is  

May 22. I hope this gives everyone enough time to gather volunteers! 

Thank you in advance. 

The office will be closed on Memorial Day, May 25th. 

Finally, Happy Mother’s Day  

to all Mt. Olive Mothers! 

Thank you for all the mothering you do! 

 
Your Servant in Christ, 

Julie 

 

(P.S.  I am so sorry for anyone who was 

inconvenienced by the trouble with the 

church’s email.  It has been resolved.  

Thank you for the words of encouragement 

from our membership.  Thank you!) 
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Circle News: 
The May schedule is as follows: 

• Lydia Circle, Rebecca Circle, LWML will 

begin meeting when restrictions are lifted. 

*All meetings are at the church unless otherwise indicated.  Feel 

free to call the office for information. 

 
The next mite door offering will be  

In the month of May.  
 

The April MITE Offering from the congregation 

totaled $81.49 (YTD $502.61) Thank you all for your 

generous gifts for the LWML's mission efforts. 

 

You will be hearing more about LWML's activities in future 
months. All women - no matter which Circle you are participating 
in - are encouraged to be active members of Lutheran Women's 
Missionary League. Four times a year the LWML's magazine, The 
Quarterly, brings Bible Studies, news of events, projects, and 
people throughout the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. 

 

The LWML invites you to join us in reaching the 
world that has yet to hear the Good News of 
God's love and saving grace through the eyeglass 
ministry conducted by MOST Ministries. We have 
a collection box in the narthex in which you can 
place eyeglasses that you no longer need. They 
need adult or children glasses, nonprescription sunglasses and 
over-the-counter reading glasses. They cannot use broken 
glasses. Once the box is full, the LWML will send in the collection 
to MOST Ministries. This is an on-going project.  Thank you to all 
who have been contributing! 
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Sunday, May 3, 2020 
Congregational Prayer - Heavenly Father, 

someone we know needs Your mercy. 

Someone we know needs 

forgiveness. Someone we know doesn’t 

know you as their Savior. Give us opportunity 

we pray, to share the good news of Your 

love with them. Open their hearts and minds 

to receive this message. Lord in Your 

mercy. 

Prayer for SOMEONE YOU KNOW who doesn’t know Jesus as Savior, or who 

has drifted away from church 

               https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know 

 
National Day of Prayer, 

 May 7, 2020 - PRAY FOR AMERICA 
The National Day of Prayer is an annual observance held on the first 

Thursday of May, inviting people of all faiths to pray for the nation. It 

was created in 1952 by a joint resolution of the United States 

Congress and signed into law by President Harry S. Truman. Many 

Christians are unaware that they live in a nation that has a law in 

place requiring our President proclaim a National Day of Prayer 

each year on the first Thursday in May.  

The President shall issue each year a proclamation designating the 

first Thursday in May as a National Day of Prayer on which the people 

of the United States may turn to God in prayer and meditation at 

churches, in groups, and as individuals. (Public Law 105-225) 

 

 

In respect of the Governors orders that have been in place and 

responsible social distancing, there will not be a public gathering this 

year at the City of Duluth Government Center.  However, that does NOT 

mean that we will not be praying.  As citizens and residents of the 

United States and as believers in Christ Jesus, we not only have a 

spiritual responsibility according to 1 Timothy 2:1-2 to pray, but a 

civic duty as well to heed our President’s call to stand in the gap for 

our nation. Who but God’s people have the ability to enter into the 

very throne room of Heaven with prayers and petitions!  

https://mnnlcms.360unite.com/someone-you-know
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From The Island 
 

We know that the Lutheran Island Camp and Christ Serve Ranch 

family is anxious to hear about Summer 2020. We pray that many 

of you will want to Come Home to The Island. 

Here is what we can tell you. 

 

·   The board is planning to make a decision on April16th concerning 
what programs and services will be available for the summer. This 
may include a limited number of programs, a different format for 
camp, or other ways that we can serve you. 
·   All programs through May 10 and likely all of May will be    
cancelled or postponed. 
·   We are currently operating without much staff time but hope that 
may change soon. We do check mail, emails, messenger, and phone 
messages. 
·   The horses are being cared for and there is a continued presence 
at the camp and ranch. 
·   Right now, we do intend to have the Quilt Auction. 
·   God is good. He is very, very good and we are certain of the 
victory. 
 

So, brothers and sisters in Christ. Continue to hunker down in 

those homes. Look for opportunities to share Christ. Don’t forget 

to pray for those leading us through this difficult time including 

government leaders, doctors, nurses, and other medical people. 

And, please don’t forget to pray for your pastors. 
 

“Finally, be strong in the Lord and in his mighty power. Put on the 

full armor of God, so that you can take your stand against the 

devil’s schemes.” Ephesians 6:10-11  
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Graduation Sunday is June 7th 

 
Graduation Sunday this year will be a little 

different because of Covid 19; but we are still 

celebrating our graduates!  We do not have any 

high school graduates this year, but we do have 

college students graduating.  Be sure to call the 

office to let us know of your graduate. We 

would love to put them in the June/July newsletter.  We pray God's 

blessing upon their future plans.  Thank You! 

 

Food for your body • Food for your soul. 

Mt. Olive Food Shelf News: 

The Mt. Olive Food Shelf is a much-used resource for many people 
in this area and it is one of many mission opportunities that Mt. 
Olive sponsors.  Our Thanksgiving Offering goes to it every year.  
It has grown steadily in number of users over this last year.   

Ways to support the Food Shelf: 

If you are able to pick up a few extra items when you go to the 
grocery store, they can be left by the cabinet in the Upper Room. 
If you prefer not to shop, a check or cash can be put in the 
offering plate and marked “food shelf.”  

Items most needed are soup, canned fruit, canned pasta and 
meat, tuna, peanut butter, jelly/jam, cereal, ramen, rice, mac and 
cheese, pasta and pasta sauce, canned veggies and juice. Non-
food items include deodorant, toothpaste, toothbrushes,  
shampoo, lotion and soap. 

 

Anything you can give would be much 
appreciated! Thank you! 

 

Total served thru April = 69 (0 Bibles) 

Actual monthly totals are posted on the 

cabinet door in the Upper Room. 
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Armed Forces Day is May 16th 
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Main Street Living Northland is a locally 

produced TV program that includes a 30-

minute worship service led by 

participating pastors of the Minnesota 

North District of our LCMS. 

It is broadcast every Sunday at 9:30 a.m. central time with “This is 

the Life” beginning at 10:00 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6 NBC, and 

cable and satellite systems carrying these stations.  It is also 

archived on https://vimeo.com/user82955593 

Wish to make a contribution or send a comment?  We can be 

reached at: 

Main Street Living Northland 

c/o Mount Olive Lutheran Church 

2012 East Superior Street 

Duluth, MN  55812 

The following is the schedule of upcoming services: 

May 3, 2020   

Pastor Robert Franck 

Mount Olive Lutheran Church - Duluth, MN 

May 10, 2020   

Pastor Tom Brinkley 

St. Matthews Lutheran Church, Esko, MN 

May 17, 2020   

Pastor Arleigh VonSeggern 

Trinity Lutheran Church - Cable, WI 

St. Paul Lutheran Church - Marengo, WI 

May 24, 2020   

Pastor John Bonk 

Shepherd of the Lake Lutheran Church - Two Harbors, MN 

May 31, 2020   

Pastor Kevin Richter 

Peace in Christ Lutheran Church - Hermantown, MN 

 

https://vimeo.com/user82955593
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 "This is the Life" Classic episodes from the Lutheran Hour, 
which air immediately after Main Street Living Northland service 
of worship on Sunday mornings. Main Street Living Northland is 
seen at 9:30 a.m. on KBJR Channel 6, followed by This is the 
Life at 10:00 a.m. 

 5-03-20 The Big Little Lie- Curiosity and a little "white lie" results in 
very serious unintended developments for the Fisher family. 
 5-10-20 To the End of Time- A physicist working on nuclear weapon 
development is confronted with the reality of the weapon, the utility of 
radiation and the blessing of Christian hope, 
 5-19-20   A Face from the Past- A man struggles to come to terms 
with the memory and feelings of guilt with his estranged father. 
 5-24-20   Love is Not Enough- A young couple struggles mightily with 
the decision to marry, exploring is what truly is important. 
 5-31-20   A Different Way- In this Fisher Family episode, Cousin 
Stanley visits and creates a difficult situation with a neighbor 

 
We appreciate the members of Mt. Olive who donated the lovely flowering 

plants to decorate our Sanctuary for Easter.  

                                       

          Plant                             Name                 In Memory of: 

 

 Jon and Carol Farchmin   

Rose Hein and family 

Marv and Judy Hoops 

William Koivisto    

Sylvia Linder 

Ed and Jayne Martinson 

 

Josh and Diana Miller 

Pam Reinemann and family 
 

JoAnn Spielman  
 

Ernie Schoenfeld 

Carol and Rick Walczak 

Anita Ost 

Robert Hein 

Dorothy Jerve 

Elma and Jacob Koivisto                      

Jerry Linder 

William & Emily Blackwood 

Virgil & Clara Martinson 
 

All of our Loved Ones 

Rev. Lewis Reinemann 

Emil and Margaret 

Spielman                  

Hildy Schoenfeld 

Drusilla Granroth 

Bulb Garden 

Easter Lily 

Cyclamens 

Cyclamens (2) 

Easter Lily 

Easter Lily (2) 

 
Bulb Garden 

Bulb Garden 

Bulb Garden 
 

Chrysanthemums 

Easter Lily 

 

Those Given as Gifts from: 

Robert and Gayle Franck - Easter Lily 
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Dear Mt Olive,  

I want to thank you for all your prayers and 

generous support. I had a great winter break and 

was able to jump right back into the school year.  

This year I have mostly morning classes. On 

Monday, Wednesday, and Friday I have three 

classes from 8 to 10:50. On Tuesday and 

Thursday I have two classes from 9:30 to 12:45. I am enjoying the 

morning classes a lot because it frees up my afternoons. I have gotten 

used to waking up early and wake up every day at 6:30 to get ready for 

classes. Also, this year I don't have very many papers to write mostly just 

readings I have to do. It's nice having a break from a lot of writing for 

this semester anyway.  

A few things are different this year. The previous sexton was in England 

last semester, and this semester he is back so we both do the duties of 

sexton. It is working out very well since he is in the choir so we both set 

up and take down the service but while he sings, I do the offering and 

ushering. He is very nice, and I am good friends with him. On February 

27th through the 29th, I went with 3 other students from the pre-sem 

program to visit Fort Wayne. At Concordia Chicago we are expected to 

visit both seminaries at least once. We left late Thursday night and after a 

brief stop at McDonald's got to the seminary around 3 am. On Friday at 8 

we had breakfast with the acting president, at 9 we sat in on a Lutheran 

Confessions class, at 10 we had chapel, 11 we sat in on Greek readings 

class, at 12 we had lunch, at 1 we had a campus tour, at 2 we had a 

catechetics class, at 2 we meet with the dean, at 3:30 we meet with the 

financial aid director, and at 4:45 we went out to dinner with John 

Dreyer. Saturday morning, we went out to breakfast with a student and 

then left for campus Saturday afternoon. The visit was very nice, and I 

was able to learn a lot about Fort Wayne seminary.  

My free time this semester has been going well. I have staffed to play 

ultimate frisbee with a group every Tuesday night and that has been a lot 

of fun. I have also been working out more this semester now that I've got 

a semester under my belt. The weather has also been quite warm in  

Chicago this winter with very little snow and I've only worn a coat three 

times the entire winter in Chicago.  

My classes have been going very well this semester maybe even better 

than last semester. One funny thing about my classes is that this semester 

I have two psychology classes and one of them is General Psychology 

which is the first psychology people take but I was also placed in 
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Psychology Mind and Brain which is the hardest psychology the school 

offers I'm told. It is quite a hard class with a lot of information but I'm 

enjoying it and learning a lot. It takes a while to do the homework, but I 

enjoy a good amount of the homework and I am doing well in the class.  

I am currently on spring break and enjoying the rest. I only had two 

midterms this year, so I had lots of time to study. For my grades so far, I 

have a 90% in Food and Society, 100% in General Psychology, 94% in 

Intro to Sociology, a 98% in Old Testament, and a 97% in Psychology 

Mind and Brain.  

Sincerely, Jacob Franck  

 
to Hannah Franck for her 

nomination in the: 

OUTSTANDING NURSES IN THE 

NORTHLAND/MISSION AWARD 

The 2020 Florence Awards recognize and honor the most 

outstanding nurses in the northland. Award winners will be 

published in the Duluth News Tribune on May 21, 2020. 

Hannah works at Community Memorial Hospital in Cloquet. 

 We are so proud of you! 
 

Minnesota North District – Funeral Notice 

April 27, 2020 

Dear Friends in Christ - Co-workers in the Minnesota North District: 
We have received word that Lori Weiss, former teacher at St. John's, 
Ottertail and Family of Christ Lutheran School, Baxter, was taken to be 
with her Savior in heaven on April 21, 2020. 
A private funeral service was held on April 25, 2020 in Frankenmuth, MI. 
A memorial service will be announced at a future date when social 
gatherings are deemed safe. 
Please keep Lori's family in your prayers, asking that God would soothe 
their sorrow and wipe away their tears with the precious promises of 
the Gospel. The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away. Blessed be the 
name of the Lord!                                       
Peace to you in Christ, Rev. Donald J. Fondow, District President 
 ". . .'Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord from henceforth.' 'Yes,' says 
the Spirit, 'so that they will receive rest from their labors, for their works 

accompany them'" (Revelation 14:13). 
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We offer our prayers and condolences 
to Bob Iverson and his family for the 
passing of his stepfather, Kenneth R. 
Norbi from St. Cloud, MN; September 
25, 1927 – April 7, 2020.  Ken will be 
remembered as a dedicated servant of 
his Lord and Savior, for his love of 
family and friends, his optimistic 
outlook on life and his caring and 
giving personality.  May God Grant his comfort and peace to Bob 

and Sandy and their family as they mourn their loss.  They are in our 

thoughts and prayers. 

 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me all the days of my life, and 
I shall dwell in the house of the LORD forever.      

Psalm 23:6 

 

GET WELL SOON! 

Bill Cary 

 

Ascension Day Worship 

Thursday, 

May 21st @ 7:00 pm 

Mt. Olive Lutheran Church 
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May Anniversaries 

  2 Marv & Judy Hoops 56 years 

  4 Dave & Christine Erven 29 years 

23 Robert & Gayle Franck 33 years 

29 David & Barbara Sheedy   38 years 

30 John & Barbara Hass 39 years 

 

 
 

May Birthdays 

  1  James Miller 

      David Sorenson 

  2  Joshua Franck 

      Nickcole Thomas 

  3 Gerald Hass 

  7 Sarah Stepec 

10 Randy Muench 

11 Reed Polzin 

14 Alex Lietzan 

15 Wyatt Robison 

16 Jon Franck 

  

 

17 Blake Wandersee    

18 Kate Jones 

19 Teresa Koivula 

20 George Steensma 

23 Margaret Nielson 

24 Sylvia Linder 

25 Seth Stepec 

28 Jeremy Cary 

29 Cheryl Beaver 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 


